The Honorable John Conyers, our 80 year old African American Congressman, is the sponsor of a new bill that could put many black owned radio stations out of business and force others to abandon their commitment to provide free music, entertainment, news, information, and money losing formats like gospel and black talk.  This is Cathy Hughes, Founder and Chairperson of Radio One with an urgent call to our radio family.  The John Conyers Performance Tax Bill is the brain child of the foreign owned record industry who would receive at least 50% of the revenue that would be charged to radio stations in order for us to play music.  The music that you now receive free from us, we would have to start paying millions of dollars for.  And quite frankly, in the midst of this economic depression, black radio stations simply do not have that financial ability.  There has been only one hearing on his bill, and that hearing did not have any black ownership representation.  Black radio owners and community leaders including Rev. Jessie Jackson, Rev. Al Sharpton, Dick Gregory, Tom Joyner, and myself have all begged Conyers to at least allow us the opportunity for a hearing.  He has flatly refused.  So we now have to ask you, our radio family to assist us in saving the future of black radio.
Please call, email, or visit the offices of John Conyers today.  In Detroit his number is 
313-961-5670; in DC 202-225-5126.  His email address is john.conyers@mail.house.gov.
Tell him that you oppose any bill that would murder black owned radio and the free music that you now can hear on all radio stations. In the midst of this American economic recession it certainly is not the right time to send millions of dollar to foreign owned record companies that don’t even pay taxes like me and you in this country.  This bill is not in the interest of black people.  Please, help us save black owned radio.  Thank you.

This is Reality Radio with Cathy Hughes.  The big new last week was that 5 black members of Congress voted in committee to place a tax on the music that all radio stations play.  Black radio owners including Pittsburgh went to Chairman John Conyers and told him that the tax would immediately put some black radio stations out of business and would severely cripple the others, and asked for a hearing to let the members know.  He said no.  John Conyers, Sheila Jackson-Lee, Mel Watt, Bobby Scott, and Hank Johnson all voted in favor of the tax last Wednesday and then the carnage began Friday.

Within 72 hours of their vote, these 5 black representatives received the word that the 3 black owned stations in Pittsburgh had been sold to the Catholic Church.  WAMO, W-A-M-O, black heritage radio for 61 years gave notice that Saint Joseph’s would be the new owner.  How many black songs would you guess the Catholic Church is going to play?  Call your federal elected officials now; tell them that you oppose HR848 and that you support the local radio freedom act.  We are already down 3 black owned radio stations in the first week and the slaughter has just begun.  Please, help us save black owned radio.  This is reality radio with Cathy Hughes.  What’s your reality?
